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(57) ABSTRACT

A plug valve including a valve body having an inlet port, an
outlet port and a central chamber extending between the
inlet port and the outlet port. The valve also includes an inlet
seal segment within the central chamber and includes a bore
extending therethrough and aligned with the inlet port. An
outlet seal segment is disposed within the central chamber
having a bore extending therethrough and aligned with the
outlet port. A plug member is disposed in the central
chamber and is moveable between an open position, to
facilitate fluid flow through the plug valve, and a closed
position, to block fluid flow through the plug valve. First and
second side segments are disposed between and interlocked
to the inlet and outlet seal segments to encircle the plug
member. The side segments are tensioned to preload the seal
segments against the plug member to prevent the flow of
fluid between the seal segments and the plug member.
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